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‘Cloud Atlas’ and 
‘Coldplay Live’ movie 
reviews. Online only

What’s
Inside

‘RED DAWN’: Check 
out Jared Huhta’s 
review of the film.
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BASKETBALL: Learn 
how you can watch 
the games online. 
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CAMPUS: Read our 
editorial on campus 
construction.
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Folk concert draws more than 100 students

Documentary interviews autistic student

Off the air

14 students travel to India for J-Term

JMC, athletes give back for Christmas

Jenny & Tyler 
perform at 509

Student creates 
film on autism

By Jared Huhta
Arts & Entertainment Editor

By Brad Barber and  Tori March
News Editor and Reporter

see Autism, page 3

see Concert, page 5

Five women rode in a car on 
their way back from Taj Mahal, 
an Indian restaurant in Fort 
Wayne where they discussed 
some of the worries they had 
concerning the upcoming trip 

to India they had signed up for. 
A song came on the radio, “One 
Thing Remains,” and suddenly 
their worries seemed unfounded.

“I just started crying [and 
thinking] why are we even 
doubting?” sophomore Kaitlyn 
Troyer, one of the women in the 
car that night, said “It was really 
powerful, the five of us started 
belting out this song in the car 
and it just felt like God was say-

ing ‘Hey, just relax.’”
Love India 2013 is a team of 

14 students who will be travel-
ing to Chennai, India to serve at 
an all girls’ home called Home 
of Love. Home of Love’s mis-
sion, according to their website, 
is to provide a home for disin-
herited girls, provide them with 
a private Christian education and 
train them in basic vocational 
skills. The purpose of the trip is 

meant to be two-fold, transform-
ing both the students on the trip 
and the girls in India.

Junior Kyle Schwerdtfeger 
decided he wanted to be a part 
of the Love India 2013 team 
after hearing the chapel presen-
tation from the team that went 
last year.

“To be honest it was convic-
tion from the Holy Spirit,” 
Schwerdtfeger said. “I was 

sitting there in chapel and God 
was telling me, ‘Hey, you have 
to do this.’”

The faculty leader of the 
trip, David Alexander, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of philoso-
phy, compared this trip, and 
other short-term mission trips to 
movie trailers. Just like a trailer 
is made with hopes of getting 

The Joe Mertz Center hosted a wrap-
ping and collection party Nov. 15 for 
Operation Christmas Child in the Hun-
tington Union Building. In addition, all 
16 university varsity sports teams along 
with the cheer squad, president’s office 
and university relations office are cur-
rently in the process of purchasing gifts 
and a Christmas meal for their sponsored 
families in the Adopt-a-Family for Christ-
mas project.

“We had 36 boxes turned in from 

students and staff,” Jessica Sweeney, a 
senior and the JMC program coordinator, 
said of the Operation Christmas Child 
wrapping 
party. “We 
had quite a 
few floors get 
together to 
put together 
shoeboxes 
as well as 
people who 
came in just 
to wrap.”

Grace 
McBrayer, 

director of volunteer service and outreach 
ministry, said JMC has a long history of 
working with Operation Christmas Child, 

a project of 
Samaritan’s 
Purse.

“It may 
be as far 
back as 1992 
when JMC 
first began,” 
McBrayer 
said. “It was 
at least 1998 
when I was 
a freshman 

at Huntington.”
Students and staff who participated in 

Operation Christmas Child first picked 
out the gender and age of the child they 
would like to purchase gifts for, Mc-
Brayer said. They were then given a list 
of suggested gifts to include in a shoebox 
such as school items, toys and hygiene 
products.

“It averages around $15 for the items in 
the box plus $7 to ship,” McBrayer said.

“The students this year were very 
proactive about bringing the shipping do-
nation with their shoebox,” Sweeney said. 

HTV and the broadcasting major 
will undergo several changes in 
2013.

HTV used to have one episode 
air a week during meal times in the 
Habecker Dining Commons and the 
Huntington Union Building. There 
have been no episodes so far this 
year, however, in preparation for 
changes coming next semester.

“We’re taking this semester off 
as a transition period,” Lindsay 
Stalf, a HU alumna and the adjunct 
instructor for the HTV practicum, 
said. “We’re doing something a 
little bit extra.”

HTV plans to update their 
website, HTVnews.net, and place 
a heavier emphasis on backpack 
journalism. This requires a reporter 
to photograph, write, record and 
upload their story to a website. 
The revision reflects changes in 
the journalism field, Lance Clark, 

Ph.D., professor of digital media 
arts and the former executive pro-
ducer of HTV, said.

“Real world jobs in TV news are 
looking for the backpack journalist 
who can write, film, edit and post 
on web,” Clark said. “We were not 
doing a good job in training in that 
order.”

Stalf, in her second year as 
HTV’s instructor, is also the pro-
ducer of the noon news at WANE-
TV.

“The station I work at, we put a 
lot of emphasis on the website,” 
she said. “That’s our breaking news 
tool. Any students who graduate 
and want to work in a news station 
are going to have to deal with that, 
and I wanted them to experience 
that and get a handle on how impor-
tant a website is. It will look really 
good on a resume for them.”

HTV will still have a studio 
broadcast, but it will only air every 
other week. Like previous years, the 

broadcasts will be available online. 
The new website will also have 
individual stories, videos, a Weath-
erBug and a CNN feed streaming 
national stories. The HTV staff is 
currently filling the website with 
content for its launch.

“I want to see it become a source 
for people to go to when they want 
to find out what’s happening,” Ju-
nior Blair Caldwell, student execu-
tive producer for HTV, said.

Discussions about changing 
HTV’s format began early in the 
summer between Stalf and Clark.

 The HTV staff spent the be-
ginning of the semester working 
with John Paff, vice president for 
university relations, on creating the 
new website. 

The process has taken longer than 
expected, however, partly because 
the crew has only five students, 
smaller than in previous years.

According to the Center for Disease Control, one out 
of every 88 children is diagnosed with autism. Cary 
Brown, a senior film production major, believes the 
stories of these children are not being told. 

Brown and a team of students are creating a documen-
tary for his senior film project to tell these stories.

Brown said that the inspiration for the story came 

Jenny and Tyler Sommers performed at the 509 Com-
munity Nov. 30 in support of their new album “Open Your 
Doors.” The concert was organized by Alicia Fisher, a 
2011 alumna.

The pop-folk group has released three albums and two 
Extended Playlists and has toured across the U.S. since 
then. They have performed at HU several times in the last 
three years, including at the Fandana Festival in August. 

“We write [songs] pretty differently actually,” Jenny 
said. “I tend to write when I am very inspired, and it’s 
usually the relationships I’m in, the conversations I’m in. 
Tyler writes more from a theological place.”

Alexanders lead mission 
trip to Chennai, India to 
serve at Home of Love
By Michelle Embree
Reporter

see India, page 2

By Jared Huhta
Arts & Entertainment Editor

After a semester with no episodes, HTV refocuses as broadcasting major changes to fusion media

see Students, page 3

Operation Christmas Child, Love 
INC are outlets for service
By Rachel Batdorff
Features Editor

see Christmas, page 8

ANCHOR:  Blair Caldwell sighed as she pulled the cover 
off the HTV desk. “I think this is the first time this year 
it’s been off,” she said.                        Photo by Jessi Emmert

ON STAGE: Tyler Sommers sings to his wife, 
Jenny, at the 509 Nov. 30.      Photo by Jared Huhta

MOVIE MAGIC: Senior Cary Brown works 
on his documentary.        Photo by David Stringham

GIVING BACK: Students wrapped 
gifts in the HUB Nov. 15.                        
Photo by Rachel Batdorff


